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Breeders of Multiple Award Winning Nova Scotia Duck Tolling Retrievers 

 Choosing a Breeder Checklist 

 

Choosing The  Breed 
1. What kind of energy level are you looking for?  A couch dog, a companion or an agility whiz? 

2. What size of a dog are you looking for? 

3. What is your ideal way to spend an afternoon with your dog. 

4. How much do you exercise? 

5. What kind of home do you live in? 

6. How much lose fur will bother you? 

7. Does anyone in your home have allergies? 

8. How much training are you willing to do with your dog? 

Finding a Breeder 
1. Contact national purebred dog registries such as the Canadian Kennel Club or the American Kennel 

Club to find breeder lists. 

2. Look on the Internet for federal, state or provincial breed organizations. 

3. Search for breeder websites. 

4. Visit a dog show or competition to meet the breeders. 

5. Breeder/Kennel name:  
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Questions for the Breeder 

About the Breeder: 
1. What can you tell me about the breed? History, purpose, overall behaviour. 

2. What genetic or health issues are problems in the breed? 

3. How long have you been breeding dogs? 

4. May I see your Kennel Registration Certificate? 

5. What is your application process? 

5.1. □ Questionnaire,  

5.2. □ Phone interview, 

5.3. □ In Person Visit  

5.4. □ Deposit 

6. Can I get a copy of the contract. 

6.1. Are the puppies sold outright or on co-ownership? Why? 

6.2. Which organization will the puppies be registered with? (CKC, AKC?) 

6.3. Do you require a fenced yard. 

6.4. Do you require require a specific diet? 

6.5. What is your policy on spay and neuter? (Having medium and large dogs spayed or neutered before 

their bone growth plates have closed can result in hip dysplasia) 

6.6. What is your guarantee on hip dysplasia? 

6.7. What are your recommendations for vaccinations? 

6.8. What is the health guarantee for the puppy? 

6.9. What is the return policy for the puppy? 

6.10. What is the policy on refunds? Is there is condition or time limit? 

7. Do you have references? 

8. Can we visit the kennel to see where the puppies are being raised. 
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About this Breeding: 

 

1. Why did you choose to do this particular breeding? 

2. What are your goals for this litter? 

3. May I see the sire and dam. 

4. May I see the sire and dame’s health clearances? 

5. Does the sire have performance titles? What are they? 

6. Does the sire have conformation titles? What are they? 

7. Does the dam have performance titles? What are they? 

8. Does the dam have conformation titles? What are they? 

9. Can we see the pedigree? 

10. Have you done any genetic testing on the sire/dam? Results? 

11. Have you done hip/elbow/eye exams? Results? 

About the Puppies: 
 

1. Will the puppy be examined by a vet before going home?  

2. What vaccines will the puppy receive  

3. Is the puppy micro chipped? 

4. What puppy rearing protocols are being used? (ENS, Adventure Box, Puppy Culture etc.) 

5. Do you ship puppies?  A good breeder will not ship a puppy without first meeting a prospective owner)  

6. Do you allow the buyer pick the puppy or does the breeder assign the puppy based on what the buyer 

needs and the puppy's behaviour? 

7. Has behavioural testing been done on the puppy? What kind of testing is done? 

8. How long is the puppy kept for? (9-10 weeks avoids the possibility of the puppy being in a fear period) 

9. What kind of support do you provide after we get the puppy home? 


